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Malmesbury Singers Choral Society.

Rules & Constitution 2012

The Choir

1 The Choir shall be called Malmesbury Singers Choral Society. (The Society)

2 It shall be non-political and non-sectarian.

The Object

3 The object of the Choir shall be the study and practice of Choral music in order to foster public knowledge and appreciation of such music by means of public performance.

Membership

4 The Members shall be those who pay the subscription at the rate determined by the Committee, all subscriptions being payable in advance. 

5 A Member shall be a person approved by the Conductor through audition, and who shall provide evidence of musical ability as the Committee may require.

6 Members are expected to attend at least three quarters of rehearsal in order to participate in concerts or festivals.

7 From time to time the Committee may agree to issue general rules for the conduct of the society without calling a Special General Meeting and if an occasion should arise for good and sufficient reason the membership of any individual may be terminated by the decision of the committee PROVIDED that the individual shall have the right to be heard by the said committee before any decision is made final.

Committee

8 Management of the society shall be in the hands of a Committee consisting of the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Hon Secretary, Hon Treasurer, Social Secretary, Membership Secretary, Librarian, Concert Secretary, plus other Members co-opted by the Committee. The Officers and other Committee members, except the Musical Director, shall be elected by and out of the Society's members at the Annual General Meeting. They shall hold office for one year and be eligible for re-election. The maximum term of consecutive service on the committee shall be four years. 

9 In addition to the Nominated Choir Members appointed as Trustees, the Musical Director shall have a non voting seat on the Committee.

Election of Officers and Committee

10 The Officers and Committee of the choir shall be elected by a majority of the Members voting, by a ballot if necessary, at the Annual General Meeting which shall be held within two months of the end of the Choir Financial year, or at a properly called Special General Meeting. Two weeks notice shall be given of the meeting and nominations for office shall close one week before the meeting.

11  The Committee shall meet twice a term or at other times when business warrants. A quorum shall be formed by three members of the Committee including any two of the following: Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, or one third of the total number of members, which ever is the greater.

12 At the first meeting following the Annual General Meeting the Committee shall agree the offices to be carried out by individual committee members.

Finance

13 A suitable bank account shall be maintained in the name of the choir and operated under the any two of three signatures. Of the serving Treasurer, Chair, and Secretary.

14 The Membership subscription rate shall be determined by the Committee on a termly basis.

15 The Financial Year of the Society shall terminate on 31st December each year, the financial position of the choir being reviewed at this point by the Committee.

16 The Books of Account shall be produced by the Treasurer and these shall be independently examined. 

17 The independent Examiner shall be nominated by the Committee on an annual basis. 

18 Reasonable out of pocket expenses incurred by Members on the authorised business of the choir will be reimbursed at the discretion of the committee. An additional allowance may be made for the Conductor and the Accompanist for rehearsals.

The income and property of the society whence-soever derived shall be solely applied toward promoting the objects of the society as set above and no portion thereof shall be paid or transferred either directly or indirectly to any Member or Members except in payment of legitimate expenses incurred on behalf of the Society. 

Music

19  All music supplied to members by the Librarian is the property of the Choir or the supplying Library. It must not be sold, copied or loaned without the sanction of the committee. No music may be borrowed by a Member for any purpose without permission from the Librarian.

20 The choice of the music shall be in the hands of the Musical Director.

21 Programme selection for concerts shall be in the hands of the Musical Director.

General

22 A Special General Meeting may be called with 14 days notice at the request of at least 20 members of the choir. 

23 The Rules of the Choir shall only be altered at the Annual General Meeting or at a Special General Meeting duly called; no alteration shall be made to the rules that would cause the Choir at any time to cease to be a Charity at law, and no alteration shall be made to Rule 3, Rule 23 (this Rule) and Rule 24 without the ‘WRITTEN APPROVAL OF THE CHARITY COMMISSION’.

24 If, upon the winding up or the dissolution of the Society, there remains ANY property whatsoever after the satisfaction of all its debts and liabilities, the same shall not be distributed amongst the members of the Choir but shall be given or transferred to some Charitable Institution or Institutions having objects similar to the objects of the Society, such Institution or Institutions to be determined by the members of the Society at or before the time of dissolution and in so far as effect cannot be given to such provision then to some Charitable object.

25 A copy of these Rules & Constitution shall be given to each member.

